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Women found opportunities in  
citrus packinghouses but their  
wages were uncertain since women 
only earned 2 1/2 cents for each box 
they packed.  

July 6th, 1906 

“A  middle aged  
energetic woman would 
like to make a home in 
Southern California if she 
can find something in light 
work which may add to 
her income (which is 
small) sufficiently to  
enable her to care for  
herself  comfortably...” 

Pennsylvania Woman Seeks Citrus Work 

July 11, 1909 
“The work is light and 
pleasant, requiring  
only a clear head and  
nimble hand. Some of our 
best lady packers make 
from $2.50 [today’s dollars 
$63.53] to as high as $3.50 
[today’s dollars $88.94] a 
day, the average being 
about $1.75 [today’s dol-
lars $44.47]. Beginners fre-
quently earn no more than 
$1 [today’s dollars $25.41] 
per day...” 

Women’s Daily Wages Varied  


